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â??Iâ??m afraid that if I subscribe to something like internet, I would get hooked and I would never
spend time with my family.â?• Katie Couric, The Today Show, 1995

Iâ??m at the age where Iâ??ve been hearing for years that â??robots are going to take our jobs.â?•
Itâ??s been a headline in every technological shift I can remember. But I also vividly recall watching
The Today Show in 1995, when Bryant Gumbel was trying to figure out what the internet was. And
whatâ??s â??that mark- the â??aâ?? with the little ring around it?â?• The confusion. The skepticism.
The â??what is this thing?â?• moment that now, decades later, is pretty hilarious to watch.

Back then, the internet was new and terrifying to many. Companies worried it would disrupt industries
(and it did), people feared it would eliminate jobs (it did, but it also created new ones), and some
resisted it altogether. But those who thrived? They embraced it early. They adapted, learned, and
integrated it into their work. And now, in 2025, we donâ??t just use the internet- we canâ??t imagine
functioning without it.

AI is the same story, different decade.

Thereâ??s no questionâ?? AI is one of the biggest disruptors of our time. From drafting reports and
analyze data to learning algorithms to personalize customer experiences, AI is changing the way we
work. And yet, just like the early days of the internet, weâ??re hearing the same fears  

â??AI is coming for our jobs.â?•

â??We wonâ??t need human talent anymore.â?•

â??This is dangerousâ?? we should resist it.â?•

Are some of these concerns valid? Absolutely. Should we approach AI with caution and integrity?
100%. But the solution isnâ??t to ignore AI or fight against it, itâ??s to be intentional about how we
integrate it.

As always, our people are the real competitive advantage. The most important thing Iâ??ve read and
observed in all the AI discussions is that AI will not replace people. But people who use AI
effectively will replace those who donâ??t.

Instead of fearing AI, leaders should be questioning how we can educate and develop our teams to
understand AI tools and use them wisely. How do we trust our people to integrate AI into their work in
ethical ways? How do we involve our employees in setting guidelines for AI use in our workplace?

As we manage this change in our workplaces, just like any other change initiative, we should prioritize
clear communication and actively involve our people whenever possible. The companies that will thrive
in this new era wonâ??t be the ones that adopt AI the fastest. Theyâ??ll be the ones that integrate AI
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intentionally by prioritizing their people. Organizational leaders who work to build trust and autonomy
into their AI strategy will unlock the real innovation that AI can bring.

When the internet became mainstream, we did not stop thinking. We learned how to use it to work
smarter, not harder. AI should be viewed the same way. It wonâ??t replace strategic thinkingâ?? it will
help us make better, faster decisions. It wonâ??t replace creativityâ?? it will help us unlock new ideas
and approaches. It wonâ??t replace leadershipâ?? but it will challenge us to lead in new and better
ways.

The best leaders wonâ??t be the ones who fear AI. Theyâ??ll be the ones who embrace it thoughtfully,
ethically, and with a focus on people. So, what kind of leader will you be?
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